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are not used to coexisting with people of |
cultures”. He stressed that, “The most import

is to avoid stereotyping

on cultural differences between Japan and

students, MINE students give presentations
other countries.

cultures and

Cooking together traditional food

from around the world,

¢2nd day }Nepalese curry and Mexican

Lacos,

How we can better understand others by living in 2

multicullural environment?

{1st day}Self introductions and ice
breaking games help to relieve the
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The increase in trans-national migration has cansed
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As an international student at APU, 1 like to participate in as
many exchange activities as possible fo get the most out of my
school life.

I first visited MINE Advanced School (Oita) in February and was
surprised al the amount of freedom the students had there.
Stodents are free 1o choose the courses they want to study and
they don’t even need to buy a uniform if they don't think it's
necessary. | noticed many huge differences between MINE and
iy old school in China. MINE Advanced School is a unigue style
of secondary education that allows students to gain their high
schood greduation certificale vis correspondence.

Ower the course of three sessions, APU students visited MINE
Advanced School and ook part in exchange activities with the
students there,

O April 14th, approximately 10 APU international students from
the USA. China, Korea and Indonesia took part in an exchange
meeting with students from MINE Advanced School. During our
discussions, | was reminded of my first visil to Japan as a high
school exchange student from China. The MINE students were
shy at first bun they were very friendly and I felt comfortable
using Japanese with them.

The second exchange day was held at Compal Hall (Oita City) on
April 21st to welcome the MINE new-entrants.
Orn this day, APU siudenis from countries
such as China, Korea and
the USA cooked up a
range of dishes while
the MINE teachers
and students made
Japanese food. My
friends and | made
Chinese dumplings
and we all enjoved
cooking and cating
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the delicious food together. Although exhausted, we all felt a
great sense of accomplishment when everyone complimented us
on how delicious the dumplings were

Omn the last exchange day on Apnil 23th, the MINE students gave
small group presentations after discussions about the differences
between Japan and our home countrics. We formed three groasps,
Japan vs. China, Japan vs. the USA and Japan vs. Mexico,
Everyone scemed to enpoy participating in the lively discussion
process. In our group we compared Chinese Spring festivals to
the Japanese New Year and discovered a number of cultural
differences. Listening 1o their presentations, [ found out that a
driver's license only costs about 800 yven in the USA but as much
a8 300,000 yen in Japan! I was also amazed to find oot that
Japanese girls can get married as young as 16 - in China the legal
age for women to marry is 207 1 taught them to introduce
themselves and pronounce their names in Chinese and was
delighted to see their enthusiasm.

Although there were only three exchange days. they have helped
enrich my knowledge of Japan and my intér-cultural
communication skills, and this has made my life at APL gven
mofe meaningful!

T WANG Menghe (2nd vear China) -
Ying Yanlingi{Znd year'China) -
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